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“UNITED BUT NOT ABSORBED” 
 

- An Australian Perspective - 
 

The Pope has responded to the requests of many Anglicans (including the Traditional 

Anglican Communion) that some way might be found to welcome groups of clergy and 

faithful into communion with the Catholic Church (colloquially known as the “Roman 

Catholic Church”) (RCC) by publishing the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum 

Coetibus (AC) which, together with the accompanying Complementary Norms (CN), 

sets out how this is to take place.   
 

What does this mean for the Anglican Catholic Church in Australia (ACCA), and how 

will it work in practice? 
 

1 THE ORDINARIATE 

The AC provides for the establishment of Personal Ordinariates.
1
  In the RCC, regions 

are divided into various Conferences of Bishops.  Thus there is a Conference of 

Bishops for Australia.  Ordinariates will be erected by the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith of the RCC in consultation with the particular Conference of 

Bishops within whose territory the proposed Ordinariate will lie.
2
  It is envisaged that, 

within the territory of a particular Conference of Bishops, one or more Ordinariates 

may be erected as needed.
3
  The Bishops of the ACCA lodged a petition for the erection 

of an Ordinariate for Australia with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith some 

time ago. 
 

For all intents and purposes an Ordinariate is juridically comparable to a Roman 

Catholic Diocese as it is an autonomous structure.
4
  However, instead of having a 

Bishop at its head, it has an Ordinary who may be a bishop or a priest.  Married bishops 

and priests of the ACCA are eligible to be appointed Ordinary, provided they are first 

ordained a priest in the RCC.
5
 

 

Like all Roman Catholic Dioceses, Ordinariates are subject to the Code of Canon Law 

of the RCC (CIC) and are also subject to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

and the other Dicasteries of the RCC in matters over which those bodies have 

jurisdiction.  They are also governed by the CN as well as any other specific Norms 

given for them.
6
 

 

An Ordinariate may celebrate the Holy Eucharist and the other Sacraments and services 

of the Church according to the liturgical books proper to the Anglican tradition which 

have been approved by the Holy See, in order to maintain the liturgical, spiritual and 

pastoral traditions of the Anglican Communion, and according to the Roman Rite.
7
 

 

Those of the clergy of the ACCA who fulfil the requisites of the CIC may be accepted 

by the Ordinary as candidates for Holy Orders.  The general rule is that the Ordinary 
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will only admit celibate men as priests.  He may, however, petition the Pope for a 

married man to be ordained.
8
   

 

Personal parishes for the faithful who belong to an Ordinariate may be established by 

the Ordinary with the consent of the Holy See, the Ordinary having first sought the 

opinion of the local Roman diocesan bishop, and subject to the consent of the 

Governing Council.  Each parish must have a Pastoral Council and a Finance Council.
9
 

 

The Ordinariate is governed by the Ordinary with the assistance of a Governing 

Council in accordance with statutes which have been approved by the Ordinary and 

confirmed by the Holy See.
10

   
 

The Ordinary presides over the Governing Council which is composed of at least six 

priests.  Half of the members of the Governing Council is elected by the priests of the 

Ordinariate.  Its functions are specified in the CIC and in the CN.
11

   
 

The Ordinariate is to have a Finance Council.  It is appointed by the Ordinary and 

consists of at least three of the faithful who are expert in financial affairs and civil law.  

The Finance Council prepares the annual budget for the Ordinariate in accordance with 

the directions of the Ordinary.
12

   
 

The Ordinary also appoints a Financial Administrator who is responsible for the 

administration of the goods of the Ordinariate in accordance with the plan of the 

Finance Council to which he/she must account annually.
13

   
 

The Ordinariate is to have a Pastoral Council, the function of which is to offer advice to 

the Ordinary regarding the pastoral works of the Ordinariate.  It is governed by statutes 

approved by the Ordinary who determines the composition of the Council (which is 

intended to be truly representative of the area it represents).  The Council has a 

consultative vote only and must be convened at least once a year by the Ordinary who 

alone has the right to make public the matters dealt with in council.
14

 
 

The Ordinary is required to go the Rome every five years to present a report on the 

status of the Ordinariate.
15

 
 

2 THE LAITY 

Lay people who wish to enter an Ordinariate must do so in writing and must first make 

a Profession of Faith and receive the Sacraments of Initiation.
16

  In effect this means 

that those who have been baptized will not be baptized again, but those who have been 

confirmed will have to be confirmed again.
17

  Those of the laity who were previously 

baptized in the RCC are not ordinarily eligible for membership of an Ordinariate, 

unless a member of their family is a member of the Ordinariate.
18

  They may, of course, 

attend the services of an Ordinariate and take Communion.   
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The faith of the members of the Ordinariate is that expressed in The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church.
19

  Those who become members of an Ordinariate become Roman 

Catholics (technically, “Catholics of the Roman Rite”)
20

 and accept all the teachings of 

the RCC on faith and morals.
21

  
 

3 THE CLERGY 

An Ordinary needs the consent of the Governing Council to admit candidates (who 

fulfil the requisites of the CIC) to Holy Orders.
22

  He may present to the Pope a request 

for married men to be admitted to Holy Orders on a case by case basis after a process of 

discernment based on “objective criteria”
23

 and the needs of the Ordinariate.  These 

“objective criteria” are determined by the Ordinary in consultation with the local 

Conference of Bishops and must be approved by the Holy See.
24

 
 

As the RCC has declared Anglican Orders to be “absolutely null and utterly void”
25

 and 

“requires absolute certainty in the matter of future sacramental life”,
26

 all priests of the 

ACCA will have to be confirmed again and also ordained again.
27

   
 

Those who were previously ordained in the RCC and subsequently became Anglicans, 

may not exercise sacred ministry in an Ordinariate and those of the clergy of the ACCA 

who are in “irregular marriage situations” may not be accepted for Holy Orders in an 

Ordinariate.
28

 
 

Those of the clergy who are not married, may not marry once they have been ordained 

again.
29

  If one of the married clergy is ordained again, and his wife dies, he is not 

allowed to marry again. 
 

4 FINANCES 

It is intended that an Ordinariate should be self funding and that it will be responsible 

for its own financial affairs.
30

 
 

5 THE ALTERNATIVE 

What arrangements have been made for those members of the ACCA who, in good 

conscience, find that they cannot become members of an Ordinariate?  Despite the fact 

that Archbishop Hepworth has, on several occasions, said that provision will be made 

for such people,
31

 it is now clear that no provision will be made.
32
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6 SOME OF THE PROS 

 It is undoubtedly God’s Will that His Church should be one.  In the world in 

which we live, where Christianity is under attack, not only from atheists, but 

also from members of other religions, it is important that Christians should 

be united 

 Though an Ordinariate will be part of the RCC, those elements of Anglican 

worship, spirituality and culture (which are compatible with Roman 

Catholic faith and morals) will be preserved  

 Married clergy will be permitted 

 The Ordinariate will have control over its financial affairs 

 The Ordinariate will be part of a world wide Church. 

 

7 SOME OF THE CONS 

 The Ordinary will not be elected by Synod, as the Bishops of the ACCA 

presently are, but will be appointed by the Pope from a list of three names 

drawn up by the Governing Council
33

 

 Instead of a Synod there will be a Governing Council, which will be 

comprised solely of priests, and a Pastoral Council, which has no power as it 

is consultative only.  Consequently, the laity will have no say in the running 

of the secular affairs of the Ordinariate (although they will have some say in 

its financial affairs)   

 The Ordinary alone has the right to make public the matters dealt with by 

the Pastoral Council 

 A bishop must be celibate   

 All the clergy will have to be confirmed again and will have to be ordained 

again   

 The laity will have to be confirmed again   

 Those who enter into an Ordinariate must accept all the teachings of the 

RCC on faith and morals 

 No provision is being made for those who, in good conscience, find 

themselves unable to become Roman Catholics 

 Those who wish to enter an Ordinariate and are in “irregular marriage 

situations” (for example, those who have remarried after divorce and whose 

previous spouse is still alive) will have to apply to the appropriate tribunal to 

have their first marriages annulled,
34

 even if this may already have been 

done 

 Married priests are the exception, rather than the norm
35

 

 The Ordinary has to seek the opinion of the local Roman diocesan before 

establishing a parish and cannot even establish a parish without first 

obtaining the consent of the Holy See 

 The erection of an Ordinariate in Australia will result in the fragmentation 

of the ACCA and the Traditional Anglican Communion.
36

 

 

The Revd Fr Brian Tee of The Continuing Anglican Church in Australia  

(formerly a priest in the Anglican Catholic Church in Australia) 
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